
 

 
 
 
The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of New York State 
New York State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
January 27, 2021 
 
Dear Governor Cuomo, 
 
We are Black and Brown parents from across New York State that are sick and tired of watching 
politicians like you come to our communities, pander for our votes and then turn your back on us and on 
our children.  
 
We have watched as you have slashed the budget for education or just barely funded the needs of our 
children budget after budget. Your actions have only added to the trauma and inequity that our children 
experience, especially as we deal with the dueling pandemics of COVID-19 and systemic racism.  
 
This pandemic year has tested all New Yorkers — but for working parents of public school children like 
us, the going has been especially tough. Our kids’ schools were chronically underfunded long before 
COVID-19, but the threat of 20 percent “rolling” budget cuts translated to historic teacher layoffs for some 
districts and forced struggling school districts in all corners of the state to stick to remote learning, not for 
health and safety concerns but due to inadequate funding. As working parents, that means some of us were 
faced with an impossible choice: go to work and feed our family, or stay home to help our kids learn. Some 
of us had no choice at all, but to continue going to work. 
 
Governor Cuomo: we want our children to access to the same opportunities and resources your children 
had. We want high quality schools for our kids.  
 
Before the pandemic, the vast majority of us public school parents were working overtime to keep our 
families afloat. Many of us struggled to make ends meet; juggling work and parenting during normal 
circumstances is difficult enough. The first months of COVID-19 shattered that fragile arrangement. Many 
of our children are now in our care, 24/7. Those of us lucky to stay employed had to give up work shifts, 
cut back hours, or quit our jobs altogether to help our kids manage remote learning. Those of us not so 
lucky had to turn to our older children, family members and friends to help manage remote learning. For 
many of our families, having consistent and reliable internet access is challenging enough. Many of us had 
no device for online learning or had to manage one device for multiple school aged children.  
 
We have hoped our kids would be able to go back to school at least for part of the week once more New 
Yorkers are vaccinated. Instead, through summer and fall, many school districts — already struggling 
under years of underfunding — were forced to slash their own budgets ahead of New York’s planned 20 
percent withholding of their annual funding. Those budget cuts meant layoffs for teachers, guidance 
counselors, nurses — the same staff that would be essential to pull off a safe blended-learning program. In 
Schenectady, over 300 teachers and other staff lost their jobs. In Albany, over 200 school district 
employees were laid off. And in Troy, nearly 70 school staff were furloughed. No surprise, then, when we 
got the email that many of our kids would have to switch to remote learning for the foreseeable future 
because their schools could not afford to staff in-class learning. 
 



Those of us signing this letter span all walks of life: transplants and lifelong residents, large families and 
single parent households, nurses and grocery store clerks, Upstaters and Downstaters. What we all have in 
common is a desire to raise our children in New York — but your ongoing underfunding of public schools 
is making it nearly impossible.  
 
We know that it does not have to be this way. New York’s billionaires, millionaires, and giant corporations 
have only increased their combined net worth since the beginning of this crisis. You have the power to pass 
new taxes on the wealthiest New Yorkers and fund our public school.  
 
You keep worrying that the millionaires are going to leave. But if you do not raise taxes on those who can 
afford it, we — the working majority of this state — will be the ones forced out of our homes and 
communities. Do the right thing: raise taxes on the richest New Yorkers and help our kids get a quality 
education. 
 
Signed, 
 
Aida Issaka, 10459 
Alejandra Ochoa, 11372 
Alexandra Haridopolos, Bronx 
Alexis Miranda, New York City 
Alina Larson, New York City 
Aliyah Ansari, Brooklyn 
Amalia Zaca, 11368 
Ana Cecilia Vasquez, Brooklyn 
Angela Castillo, Brooklyn 
Angelica Tolentino, 11418 
Anita Alulema, New York City 
Annie Kountz, 10031 
Arshad Ameen, 38125 
Arual Odelbor, New York City 
Ashley Gantt, Rochester 
Ayishah Irvin, New York 
Bibiana Hoyos, Brooklyn 
Brenda Henry-Offor, Brooklyn 
Camryn Ramgoolie, 10034 
Carmen Chago, New York City 
Carolyn Bartholomew, Oceanside 
Cecilia Rodriguez, New York City 
Charisa Smith, 10603 
Charles Johnson, Brooklyn 
Chauncy Young, Bronx 
Chevion Weaks-Lopez, Flushing 
Chrystal Williams, 10026 
Ciria Santiago, 11368 
Clara Alarcon, New York City 
Claudia, New York City 
Consuelo Leon, 11207 
Cora Cuffey, Brooklyn 
Courtney Epton, Brooklyn  
Crystal Williams, New York 
Danielle Rowland, New York City 
Danna, New York City 
David Diaz, Bronx 

Daysi Cuevas, Brooklyn  
Deneen Reynolds-Knott, Brooklyn 
Donna Heyward, Brooklyn 
Dora Torres, Queens 
Doris Lewis, Brooklyn 
Dylan Dailor, Rochester  
Efrain Zaca, Queens 
Elena Chango, 11237 
Elizabeth Simmons, 10035 
Elsa Urgiles, Staten Island 
Emilia Rodriguez, 10310 
Emily Stewart, Delmar 
Erica Bonet, 10029 
Ericka, New York City 
Erika Palacios, Brooklyn 
Evayeska Pinate, 11373 
Faceli Alvarez, Brooklyn 
Farah Despeignes, Bronx 
Flaviana Linares, East Elmhurst  
Francisco Garcia, 11221 
Gigi Hernandez, Jackson Heights, 
Guillermina Aguilar, East Elmhurst 
Haydee, New York City 
Imelda Téllez, 11372 
Iris Gonell, 11211 
Ivonne Priscila Alarcón, Ridgewood 
Jacqueline Jacobs, Brooklyn 
Javier Acosta, New York City 
Jazmin Del Valle, 10032 
Jessica Fleming, Rochester 
Jill Godmilow, 10036 
Julia Osorio, 11237 
Julianne Desilva, Kings Park 
Jusinta Ernul, Queens 
Kaillie Velasquez, Beacon  
Kaliris Salas, 10029 
Kanika Ingram, Brooklyn 



Karen Carcamo, New York City 
Karen Eubanks, Manhattan 
Katherine Flores, 11421 
Kelly Guevara, Woodhaven 
Kenia Valentin, New York 
Kim Watkins, New York 
Kimberly Tyre, New York 
Lannetta Jeffers, Brooklyn 
Laura Allen, 10029 
Laura Robledo, Corona, Queens  
Livvie Mann, 10014 
Lourdes Jibodh, Bronx 
Lucia Díaz, 11368 
Madai Cabrera, 11378 
Mahreen Mustafa George, Rochester 
Manauvaskar Kublall, 10930 
Mar Fitzgerald, New York City 
Maria Carrion, Corona 
Maria Guadron, Jackson Heights 
Maria Haro, New York City 
Maria Perdomo, 11435 
Maria Quiroz, 11212 
Maria Sanchez, 11373 
Maria Teixeira, Elmhurst  
Marielin Heth, 10027 
Marilyn Espada, Bronx  
Marina Guillen, New York City 
Marina Oliva, New York City 
Maritza Cruz, Corona  
Matthew Blank, New York City 
Micaela Toledano, 11368 
Mireya, New York City 
Monica Hidalgo, New York City 
Monica Ibadango, 11421 
Nancy Fortunato, New York City 
Nancy Schulman, Long Beach 
Naomi Pena, New York City 
Nasheema Miley, 10032 
Pamela Adams, Rochester 

Patricia I Fernandez, 11385 
Patricia López, 11418 
Patry, New York City 
Paula Torrez, Queens  
Placida Rodríguez, 11206 
R. L'heureux Lewis-Mccoy, New York City 
Rafael Lena, 11375 
Rasheedah Harris, Bronx  
Reyna Téllez, 11372 
Roberta Aidoo, 11213 
Rocio Espadas, New York City 
Rodrigo, New York City 
Rosa Diaz, New York City 
Rosa Encalada, Jackson Heights  
Samia Moposita, Brooklyn 
Samuel Bromfield, Brooklyn 
Sandra Friedman, Brooklyn 
Sara Oppenheim, New York City 
Sarita Covington, Bronx  
Sasadi Odunsi, Brooklyn 
Shakia Rashed, Bronx 
Shango Blake, Flushing, Queens  
Shino Tanikawa, New York  
Shirleg Subin, 11434 
Simone Dornbach, Rego Park 
Siria Santiago, New York City 
Smitha Thomas, 10022 
Stephanie Vargas, Rochester  
Tajh Sutton, Brooklyn,  
Tanesha Grant, New York 
Tashima Lessey, Brooklyn, 
Tazin Azad, 11230  
Teresa Ramírez, 11221 
Veronica Morales, Bronx 
Victor Jimenez, De Acuerdo 
Wanda Smith, New York 
Yenny Rivera, Bronx 
Zakiyah Shaakir-Ansari, Brooklyn 

 
 


